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From a street art exhibition in Belgrade 1999, arranged by artists who were demanding the right to freedom of  thought. 
Some of  the artists played security guards who went in and broke up the ongoing demonstration, which went ahead in 
spite of  the ban imposed by the Milosevic regime.
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Our work 2004
Minorities are vulnerable in the Balkans. People “disappear” in Chechnya, 
while in Belarus, the state has an information monopoly. Human rights must 
be protected every day, even in Sweden. This is why we work to secure the rule 
of  law and freedom of  expression, and to put an end to discrimination.

The Swedish Helsinki Committee 
works to secure rule of  law and 
freedom of  expression, and to 

eradicate discrimination – three fundamental 
considerations of  establishing a democracy and 
a constitutional state. Common to every country 
we work in is that they have major shortcomings 
in these areas.

It is true that the situation in the Western 
Balkans is improving in many respects. Croatia 
is about to enter into EU accession negotiations, 
Macedonia has clear ambitions in the same 
direction, and in Serbia and Montenegro and 
Albania, hopes are high that a stabilisation and 
association agreement with the EU will be 
concluded quite soon. However, because of  their 
failure to cooperate with the International War 
Crimes Tribunal in The Hague, several of  the 
countries in the former Yugoslavia risk delaying 
the rapprochement process.

A number of  decisions will be taken in the 
region in the not too distant future, and these 
will have an important bearing on continued 
development in the Western Balkans. These 
decisions mainly concern the status of  Kosovo, 
and to some extent Montenegro, in relation 
to Serbia, which may also affect the Republic 
of  Srpska’s position in relation to Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Whatever the final shaping of  the 
decisions, they may trigger further tensions and, 
in a worst-case scenario, major unrest.

The nature of  the Swedish Helsinki 
Committee’s work in the Western Balkans has 
to some extent changed as conditions have 
normalised. Our initiatives remain the same, but 
we are toning down our work on freedom of  
expression in favour of  efforts to establish rule 

of  law and fight discrimination. Meanwhile, we 
expect our work in Croatia to be completed by 
2006, with a gradual transfer of  resources to 
southern parts of  the region: Albania, Kosovo, 
Macedonia and Montenegro. 

REGIONAL BALKAN INITIATIVES
We are expanding our regional initiatives and 
facilitating wider exchange of  experience among 
our partner organisations in the different 
countries. As part of  this work, we started 
a project during the year, which provided 
further training for human rights lawyers from 
international and local experts. The participants 
were given the opportunity to compare the 
working situation in their respective countries, 
and discuss future cooperation across national 
boundaries.

Our work with the independent media in the 
Balkans has changed. We have made capacity 
development rather than direct operating support 
our priority. We are now working to create an 
environment in which the independent media can 
survive under normal market conditions. To help 
us do so, we are involved in a major partnership 
programme with Media Development Loan Fund. 
We have jointly arranged management training 
courses, and launched the Newspapers on the 
Web project, which to date has provided websites 
for fifteen publications and news agencies. We 
also offer beneficial loans to media companies 
to enable them to move from dependence on 
assistance to self-sufficiency.

We work closely with our partner Alternativna 
Informativna Mreza (AIM) to provide training 
for young local journalists. They are part of  a 
regional network distributing news material, 
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which local and regional media can use free 
of  charge. In this way, we increase access to 
information in rural areas, while also enabling 
journalists and their newspapers to develop.

In our regional work to fight discrimination, 
we have concentrated on strengthening 
certain minority groups which are particularly 
vulnerable. In the latter part of  2004, we 
established the SEE Q regional network, which 
is designed to provide activists in all countries 
in the former Yugoslavia with the knowledge 
they require to enable them to monitor and 
promote the rights of  lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender persons in society. 

We design and arrange training courses for 
young Roma activists to show them how to make 
better use of  human rights conventions as they 
work to promote Roma rights. These training 
courses also enable us to establish contacts with 
other Roma non-governmental organisations. 
We are also working to improve discrimination 
legislation in a number of  countries.

INCREASED WORK IN EASTERN EUROPE
Conditions in the Eastern European countries 
in which we work are extremely serious. Murder, 
torture, disappearances and persecution are a 
daily event in a Chechnya which has seen the 
present conflict enter its sixth year. Belarus had 
to suffer another rigged parliamentary election, 
in a year which saw opposition politicians 
imprisoned and brutally attacked, and even 
more independent media silenced. Civil society 
has been placed under very severe pressure, 
and this is likely to increase in the run-up to the 
presidential elections which will probably take 
place in 2006. 

The economic situation in Moldova 
continues to be poor. The last-remaining Roma 
language schools in the breakaway republic of  
Transdniestria closed in summer, and the already 
highly charged conflict with Moldova became 
even more aggravated.

The Swedish Helsinki Committee intensified 
its work in Eastern Europe during the year. An 
extensive programme to promote rule of  law 
and eradicate discrimination was launched in 
Moldova. For some years now we have been 
working with the Moldovan Helsinki Committee 
to provide large-scale human rights training 

programmes for police officers. It is our 
intention to broaden the training to include other 
parts of  the Moldovan judicial system. Another 
priority has been our work to strengthen civil 
society, particularly in Transdniestria. 

In Chechnya we are concentrating on working 
with Chechnya Justice Initiative, which has the 
prime function of  providing legal aid to victims 
of  the conflict. We shall find various ways of  
highlighting the negative trends in human rights 
in Russia and the country’s relationship with 
former Soviet states. This particularly applies to 
Belarus, where the Lukashenko regime continues 
to obstruct cooperation between Belarusian 
and international organisations. However, 
the Swedish Helsinki Committee continues 
to develop its good contact with parts of  the 
Belarusian civil society.

SWEDEN UNDER SCRUTINY
One of  our most important missions is to 
investigate and report on the human rights 
situation in our own country. Much of  our 
activity has been geared towards the importance 
of  respecting human rights in the fight against 
terrorism. We have submitted consultation 
papers on draft bills, reported to the UN’s 
Human Rights Treaty Bodies and written a 
number of  topical articles. These have mainly 
been about outlawing torture, and calling a halt 
to the turning away, deportation or extradition 
of  individuals to countries where they face a 
real danger of  torture. One widely reported 
case concerns the deportation of  two Egyptian 
citizens, Ahmed Agiza and Mohammed El 
Zari, which was carried out using US security 
agents following a written assurance from the 
Egyptian government that the human rights of  
the two men would be respected. One of  the 
first decisions the Board of  the Swedish Helsinki 
Committee made in 2005 was to put the case of  
one of  the men before the UN’s Human Rights 
Committee. This unique decision must be viewed 
in the light of  the exceptionally remarkable 
nature of  the circumstances surrounding the 
case.

We are working on a follow-up to our report 
Hate Speech – the Conflict between Hate 
Propaganda and Freedom of  Expression. The 
main aim of  the publication is to introduce 
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young people to the difficult subject of  the 
conflict which can arise between efforts to stop 
racist and xenophobic propaganda, and people’s 
right to freedom of  expression. It also gives 
advice on who should be contacted in cases of  
suspected hate speech.

We arranged a number of  seminars during the 
year. We raised awareness of  the importance of  
improved constitutional protection of  human 
rights, as the government formed a committee to 
examine our own constitution. The committee 
also actively participated in the integrity debate.

INCREASED PRESENCE AND EXPERTISE
With a view to improving the cooperation with 
our local partner organisations, the Swedish 
Helsinki Committee extended its field presence 
during the year by setting up one field office in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and another in 
Skopje, Macedonia. At the same time, we were 

strengthened by the addition of  two human 
rights lawyers, one based at the secretariat 
in Stockholm, and the other in the Belgrade 
office. Both board and personnel were gradually 
strengthened in proportion to our increased 
work in Eastern Europe. Our strategic work 
continues, and this includes ensuring better 
planning, follow-up and evaluation of  our 
projects. We also intend to improve the reach of  
our information about the issues and countries 
with which we work.

I would like to extend special thanks to all 
those of  you who devote considerable time 
to helping the committee in its work without 
asking for any payment, to Sida, and all other 
individuals and organisations contributing to 
our work in various ways. We really appreciate 
the confidence you have shown in us and look 
forward to continuing our rewarding work 
together.

Stockholm, 16 March 2005

            
Chairman                          Secretary General 



8 9

Sweden
Under pressure following our reports and investigation, the Swedish 
government was forced to comment on the much-criticised case of  the two 
deported Egyptians. Meanwhile, we continue to inform and encourage debate 
in topics such as the rule of  law and freedom of  expression.

Work in Sweden during 2004 was 
heavily concentrated on issues relating 
to respect for human rights in the war 

on terrorism. During the year, the case of  the 
two deported Egyptian asylum-seekers Ahmed 
Agiza and Mohammed El Zari received large-
scale coverage in the Swedish media, which left 
the government forced to comment on the case. 
We joined the Swedish NGO Foundation for Human 
Rights and Swedish Amnesty in writing a number 
of  topical articles, reports and letters to the 
government and parliament, where the case was 
raised.

We also remained in contact with international 
organisations and the UN agencies investigating 
the case and took part in expert discussions 
about the use of  diplomatic assurances in 
cases of  expulsion, deportation and extradition 
involving a real danger of  torture. 

However, the Swedish Helsinki Committee 
believes that it is very doubtful whether such 
agreements can ever guarantee the safety of  the 
person handed over. 

Instead, the absolute nature of  a ban on 
torture should be respected, and this includes 
the vast responsibility involved when a 
government wants to hand over a person to 
another country.  

MANY SEEK ADVICE
There appears to have been an increase in 
requests for help in legal matters during the year. 
These often relate to deportation and the right 
of  asylum, but queries about legal proceedings, 
secret surveillance, negative discrimination and 
medical malpractice are also not uncommon. 
We are also asked for progress reports on the 

situation in countries where we work or in 
neighbouring countries. Sometimes individuals 
just want information on how to apply to 
institutions such as the European Court of  
Human Rights. 

Our basic policy is not to take up individual 
cases. Mohammed El Zari was an exception, and 
his case has been pursued by the UN’s Human 
Rights Committee since January 2005. In many 
cases, contact with individuals gives an insight 
into what legal or practical problems exist in 
society in the area of  respecting and observing 
human rights.

RIGHTS AND TERRORISM
During the year we arranged seminars and 
meetings on topics such as human rights and 
terrorism, the International Criminal Court, ICC, 
and the rule of  law in the asylum process. 

During the Human Rights Days, we also 
contributed to seminars about security and 
surveillance, in which there was discussion 
about the viability and desirability of  setting 
up a constitutional court in order to strengthen 
constitutional rights. 

We compiled a supplementary and generally 
more accessible publication on the previous 
year’s report Hate Speech, aimed at reflecting on 
why there are limits to freedom of  expression. 

We also decided to publish a paper on how to 
go about addressing individual complaints to UN 
committees and the European Court of  Human 
Rights. 
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Croatia
Croatia is now seen as a functioning democracy and we are therefore 
phasing out our activities there. Many of  the local youth organisations we 
were involved in starting up are still flourishing. We are continuing to give 
free legal aid to returnees. 

In June 2004, Croatia was granted official 
EU candidate country status. EU accession 
negotiations will start in 2005, provided the 

country continues to progress in a democratic 
direction. The bottom line is that Croatia has 
to cooperate fully with the International War 
Crimes Tribunal in The Hague. 

These developments confirm that the Swedish 
Helsinki Committee’s decision to phase out 
support to Croatia between 2004 and 2006 is 
appropriate. This meant that no new projects 
were added in 2004 and the cooperation with 
NGO Pusa in Knin and the Center for Civil 
Initiatives in Zagreb has ended. 

Center for Civil Initiatives has been our partner 
since 2000 and during this time it has worked to 
strengthen youth organisations in the Banovina 
region, south of  Zagreb. 

INVOLVING THE YOUNG
We are proud of  what Center for Civil Initiatives  
has achieved in stimulating civil society by getting 
young people involved in their surroundings. 
Many of  the organisations which were formed 
still exist, and the radio programmes, which 
under our joint projects are produced by young 
people, will continue to be broadcast. 

The linking of  civil initiatives and local media 
was our idea and this has had a highly positive 
impact.  

Even though we are seeing more respect 
for human rights, there are still regions where 
help is needed, particularly the returnee areas. 
During the year, we continued to work closely 
with organisations in eastern Slavonia, Baranja, 
western Sirmium and Dalmatia. 

Our partners of  many year´s standing are the 

Croatian Helsinki Committee, the Dalmatian Solidarity 
Committee and the Serbian Democratic Forum. 

The main work of  our partners involves 
providing free advice and legal aid, particularly 
to refugees. They are also engaged in activities to 
encourage refugees to return, and in informing 
refugees in neighbouring countries about their 
rights and opportunities should they choose to 
return. 

Our partners also continue to monitor the 
work of  authorities at local and national level and 
to lobby for necessary changes in legislation. 

LAW ON LEGAL AID
The Coalition for Protection and Promotion of  Human 
Rights is an alliance of  ten non-governmental 
organisations which provide services such as 
free advice and legal aid. By means of  various 
campaigns and lobbying activities, they make 
their influence felt in the drafting of  a new legal 
aid act. 

The project makes cooperation possible 
between civil society and state, and aim to 
strengthen the position of  the non-governmental 
organisations offering legal aid. It is hoped that 
this also will result in an improvement in the rule 
of  law as people’s access to justice will increase. 

Another project designed to improve the 
situation at national level is the Croatian Helsinki 
Committee’s “Ombudsman for the Media”, which, 
as its title suggests, has the aim of  creating a 
permanent ombudsman institution. 

Although we previously decided to phase out 
all work in the area of  freedom of  expression, we 
have made an exception here, as we consider the 
project to have structural importance. 
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Vladimir Susak, editor of  the current affairs show Dossier, talking to journalist Darija Filipovic in ATVõs newsroom 
in Bosnia- Herzegovina. To the right, his colleague Svjetlana Celic.
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Bosnia-Herzegovina
The major defects in the Bosnian legal system make it important that we offer 
legal aid to the inhabitants. We also fight discrimination against people due to 
their sexual orientation and work to encourage serious journalism.

Despite the fact that we have seen some 
reduction in the more obvious breaches 
of  human rights in recent years, such 

as maltreatment of  ethnic minorities, huge 
problems still remain in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Clashes between ethnic groups were still 
noted in many parts of  the country during 2004. 
Meanwhile, there was increasing evidence of  
major structural problems relating to lack of  
access to the legal system, poor security measures 
and discrimination on the part of  the authorities. 

The Swedish Helsinki Committee has for 
many years worked with the Helsinki Committee 
for Human Rights in Bosnia-Herzegovina to offer the 
country’s inhabitants free legal aid and advice. 

In previous years, most cases have concerned 
the right to recover the homes they lost during 
the war. 2004 saw an increasing number of  
cases focusing on social issues such as pension 
entitlement, work and national insurance.  

In the Serbian part of  the country, the Helsinki 
Committee for Human Rights in the Republic of  Srpska 
was able to continue to monitor human rights 
through its cooperation with us. 

The project entitled Defense of  the Accused 
Fund enabled the organisation to push forward 
civil rights goals, which from a human rights 
perspective are important on principle.

FIGHTING PREJUDICE
During the year we initiated cooperation with 
Organization Q under our non-discrimination 
programme. This organisation fights to put a 
stop to discrimination against people due to their 
sexual orientation. 

The cooperation has enabled it to set 
up offices and meeting places and launch 

information campaigns about the rights of  
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.

AN IMPROVED MEDIA SCENE
In 2004, we gave the freedom of  expression 
programme in Bosnia-Herzegovina a slightly 
new slant, which was completely in line with our 
strategy. 

The Swedish Helsinki Committee previously 
concentrated on supporting individual 
newspapers and radio/television stations to 
guarantee the survival of  the independent media, 
but has now initiated links which will eventually 
improve the entire media scene and raise the 
quality of  journalism in the country. 

The Bosnian Press Council is making efforts 
to establish a system of  self-regulation for the 
country’s press and to persuade newspapers and 
journalists to respect the rules on press ethics.  

The institution also receives, without making a 
charge, complaints from the general public about 
possible instances of  violation of  press ethics. 

During the year, the Swedish Helsinki 
Committee also started a cooperation initiative 
with Media Centar in Sarajevo. Its purpose is to 
provide further training for journalists involved 
in investigative and serious journalism. 

The training will take the form of  e-courses 
and workshops in Sarajevo, which means 
that journalists in every corner of  the former 
Yugoslavia will be able to participate in the 
training.
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Roma people have been living under this bridge over the river Sava in Belgrade in Serbia since 1999. Only a stoneõs 
throw away, on the far right of  the picture, is the Sava Center, built for the business community and its conferences.



12 13

Serbia
In Serbia we work to give people a greater opportunity to assert their rights 
in the courts. We also educate journalists with the aim to foster pluralism and 
diversity in the media.

In 2004 we provided advocacy and free legal 
aid to the citizens of  Serbia in cooperation 
with our long-term partner Committees for 

Human Rights in Serbia (the CHRIS network). 
We educated CHRIS members in how to 

conduct human rights monitoring and provide 
advocacy and legal aid. We also helped CHRIS to 
set up an immediate response system for victims 
of  torture and discrimination in cases of  serious 
human rights violations.

IMPORTANT NEW LAWS
We also took part in drafting and campaigning 
for the adoption of  two laws: the law against 
discrimination and the law on free legal 
assistance. 

The first project (the law against 
discrimination) included a direct campaign 
in Parliament. This was the first time a non-
governmental organisation had entered the 
Parliament of  Serbia to present a draft law.

Several of  our projects focused on giving 
people better access to justice by explaining legal 
procedures and rights. Target groups of  these 
projects were governmental officials, media 
and non-governmental organisations as well as 
ordinary citizens. 

In our Freedom of  Expression programme, we 
work alongside our media partners to improve 
the day-to-day work, planning and management 
of  the outlets. In cooperation with MDLF (Media 
Development Loan Fund) we also offer the outlets 
help in modern web publishing techniques. 

During the year we encouraged, and succeeded 
in establishing cross-cooperation between various 
media outlets and organisations, at local as well 
as regional level.

To increase the quality and sustainability of  
independent media, we took part in designing 
and implementing courses in subjects such as 
investigative journalism, election reporting, 
newsroom management and web publishing, as 
well as tailored management courses. 

We also helped to promote and supported 
training in what are referred to as tactical media. 
These community-based, socially progressive 
and non-commercial media keep a critical eye 
on society, which is essential for every society in 
transition.

ONLINE MEDIA ARCHIVE
Together with our long term partners from 
the Local Press Association, we made it possible 
for different media to exchange articles via a 
joint web portal and created access to an on-
line media archive. We also established a joint 
legal department for the media, which will 
provide legal aid and counsel to its members in 
defamation cases and privatisation issues. 

In our Non-Discrimination programme, we 
began to work with minority media outlets and 
provided funds for the production of  news in 
three minority languages by the biggest news 
agency in the country.

Together with the Association of  students with 
disabilities and the organisation Veliki Mali, we 
made efforts to establish adequate protection 
mechanisms for people with disabilities. 

We also cooperated with new partners to 
monitor minority rights. Activities to promote 
Roma rights were mainly implemented at regional 
level.
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Montenegro
Much of  our work in Montenegro is concerned with education. We train 
police officers in human rights and educate minorities in order to strengthen 
their position in society.

During 2004, we increased our activities 
relating to the monitoring, training 
and advocacy of  human rights. In 

cooperation with Centre for Democracy and Human 
Rights (CEDEM), we conducted a series of  
training for police officers on the rights of  
arrestees. Together with two of  our old partners 
and a few independent experts, SHC initiated 
the establishment of  a new non-governmental 
organisation (Legal Aid Centre) which will provide 
legal aid to victims of  human rights violations 
and lobby for a national system of  legal 
assistance.

We have informed high school students about 
human rights and held seminars for citizens, 
governmental officials and non-governmental 
organisations in the northern part of  
Montenegro on the rights of  national minorities. 
We also monitored the Ombudsman institution 
with our partner Centre for Monitoring (CEMI). 

We and our partners work to establish 
adequate protection mechanisms for vulnerable 
groups. Two of  our projects during 2004 
were related to new laws: the law on national 
minorities and the law against discrimination. 

After two conferences which we and CEDEM 
jointly organised, governmental officials 
stated that the draft law on national minorities 
would be updated and adopted on the basis of  
recommendations from the conferences.

Our work in the media sphere in Montenegro 
was focused on providing financial support 
to a few selected outlets. Two examples are 
radio Antena M from Podgorica and radio 
Skala from Kotor - outlets that have been 
successful in preserving an independent and 
professional stance. Antena Mõs programme 

entitled Radio Connection serves as a unique 
‘radio ombudsman’, revealing shortcomings 
in the performance of  both republic and local 
authorities. Listeners’ queries have ranged 
from how to appeal to the European Court for 
Human Rights to current local problems. Even 
government ministers have been unable to resist 
calling in and respond to certain questions.

We and our partners from UNEM (Union of  
Independent Electronic Media) have established a 
system whereby legal aid and counsel is made 
available to journalists in defamation cases. 

The project has included training of  judges, 
lawyers and prosecutors in media laws and 
international standards relating to freedom of  
expression. A mobile team of  lawyers and tutors 
has also been created in order to train local 
journalists and attorneys in media legislation, 
ethics and self  regulation. 

STRENGTHENING MINORITIES
All projects within our Non-Discrimination 
programme during the year were associated 
with ethnic minorities. One of  them was a 
follow-up to a regional training programme 
for young Roma leaders, which we organised 
during the autumn. The aim of  the new project 
is to strengthen Roma non-governmental 
organisations and enable them to monitor their 
rights independently. 

As far as minority media are concerned, we 
enjoyed a successful cooperation with Democratic 
Roma Centre, producing weekly shows broadcast 
by Antena M. A positive side-effect of  the 
cooperation was that the editors of  Antena M 
became involved in the further education of  
young Roma journalists.
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The tragic events of  March in Kosovo 
acted as a wake-up call to the 
international community. More and 

more Kosovo Albanians no longer see the 
international presence as an opening to self-
sufficiency, but rather as a hindrance to it. 

For the ethnic minorities in Kosovo, it became 
all too apparent that the international community 
was incapable of  offering them protection. Over 
a period of  two days, 19 people were killed and 
thousands were driven out of  their homes. Worst 
hit was the Serbian minority, although other 
groups such as the Roma and Ashkali were also 
victims. 

SUPPORTING CHILDRENôS RIGHTS
The Swedish Helsinki Committee continued its 
work with local organisation Qeshu Smile in 2004.
 This organisation has extensive experience in 
working for children’s rights. It uses interactive 
games and role play with children to try and 
create understanding and knowledge of, and 
respect for, children’s rights. 

Knowledge gathered from field activities 
throughout Kosovo is then passed on through 
lobbying work aimed at strengthening children’s 
rights. 

In 2004, our organisation launched an effort to 
find good local partners in the areas of  rule of  
law and human rights. The work is still underway 
and will lead to a more established strategy for 
the programme in Kosovo in 2005. 

The multi-year cooperation with the daily 
and weekly paper Zeri continued during 2004 
and represents a major element in our freedom 
of  expression programme in Kosovo. The 
newspaper market in Kosovo is, as in many 

Balkan countries, over-established, with most 
newspapers of  very poor quality. Zeri is an 
exception to the rule and we therefore consider 
it to be of  paramount importance that the paper 
be able to continue. 

MULTI-ETHNIC MEDIA
We continued to support the local multi-ethnic 
station Radio K in Kosovo Polje by means of  
training for the station’s young and committed 
staff. The training was arranged through AIM 
in Kosovo, which has also been a partner of  the 
Swedish Helsinki Committee for many years. 

The media played a very negative role in 
the violent events of  March by spreading 
propaganda and non-objective information. 
However, after examining the reporting of  our 
cooperation partners, the Swedish Helsinki 
Committee was able to satisfy itself  that they had 
conducted themselves in a professional way. 

GIVING MINORITIES A VOICE
The Swedish Helsinki Committee also considers 
it to be important that Kosovo’s minorities have 
access to media which reflect their everyday life, 
problems and living conditions. 

Support to minority media therefore 
represents an important part of  our non-
discrimination programme in Kosovo, and in 
2004 we continued our cooperation with Serbian 
radio stations Radio Kontakt Plus in Mitrovica and 
Radio Max in Silovo, which fulfil an important 
role for the Serbian population in these areas. 

Kosovo
The violent events of  March 2004 were fuelled by the media in Kosovo. We 
work with newspapers and radio stations that go against the tide and engage in 
objective reporting.
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Albania
In Albania we are working against irregularities in the country’s prisons. We 
are also endeavouring to improve the legal position of  people with disabilities, 
and working actively to fight prejudice in the media.

In Albania we monitor prisons and detention 
centres with the Albanian Helsinki Committee, 
AHC. This is our most extensive project in 

the country and involves receiving complaints 
about maltreatment from detainees, providing 
expert help in drawing up new prison rules and 
training prison governors. 

In 2005, we shall also be offering free legal 
aid to detainees and prisoners through the 
Albanian Helsinki Committee. We shall also ensure 
that Albania’s Central Prison Administration is 
given expert help to improve its processing of  
complaints from detainees. 

EXAMINING LEGISLATION
During the year, we joined the Albanian Helsinki 
Committee in examining legal areas such as 
the country’s electoral laws and legislation 
concerning children. We also investigated how 
the right to defence counsel has been applied in 
practice by interviewing those detained. 

Our work with the Albanian Disability Rights 
Foundation, ADRF, has resulted in free legal aid 
being offered to people with disabilities and their 
families. The project has initially only covered the 
capital Tirana, but during 2005, we are planning 
to extend it to throughout most areas of  Albania. 

We have also joined with Albanian Disability 
Rights Foundation in setting up a scheme to 
provide media employees with training in the 
situation of  people with disabilities. The aim is 
to deal with the often prejudiced reporting in the 
media. 

We are also working actively towards the 
adoption of  regulations on press ethics for the 
media regarding people with disabilities. 

Together with the Albanian Human Rights 

Group, AHRG, we have made a documentary 
about the Roma population in the Korca region. 
We also make efforts to strengthen the ethnic 
minority organisations through training initiatives 
and the establishment of  networks. 

In 2005, it is our intention to join the Albanian 
Human Rights Group in producing a draft non-
discrimination bill, to allow other interested 
parties to discuss the proposal and to create a 
lobby group to ease the bill through parliament. 

DISCUSSING SENSITIVE TOPICS
As previously, we were involved in and produced 
the radio soap Rruga me Pisha in 2004, which 
has human rights as its central theme. In 2005, 
the soap will deal with the right to free sexual 
orientation, a topic which was previously 
considered too sensitive for discussion in 
Albania. 

In order to strengthen the position of  the local 
media compared with that of  the Tirana media, 
we have worked with the Albanian Media Institute, 
AMI, to provide training for local journalists. 
Our cooperation with the Albanian Media Institute 
will also continue through 2005, largely in the 
training of  journalists from the country’s ethnic 
minorities. 

As there are in principle no media for ethnic 
minorities in Albania, we are hopeful that our 
cooperation with the Albanian Media Institute will 
also include the establishment of  an electronic 
medium for the minorities in 2005.
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Macedonia
We were instrumental in bringing about important changes to Macedonia’s 
electoral law in 2004. We have also set up an online legal bank which allows 
free access to all acts.

The government’s desire to reform 
the Macedonian legal system found 
expression in concrete action during 

2004. And this coincided with the Swedish 
Helsinki Committee’s endeavours to strengthen 
the rule of  law in society. 

   During the year, the organisation MOST 
(Citizensõ Association for Development of  Democratic 
Institutions) examined the country’s electoral 
legislation and discussed this with politicians, 
legal experts and journalists. Proposals for 
changes in legislation have largely met with 
unanimous political support. 

   We have also initiated a project with MOST 
aimed at creating an electronic legal bank. The 
project has resulted in free online access to all 
Macedonian laws and their application by the 
high courts. We are planning to expand the legal 
bank in 2005, adding comments and analyses 
relating to new legislation and draft bills. 

TRAINING LAWYERS
As previously, our largest partner in 2004 was the 
Macedonian Helsinki Committee, MHC. With them, 
we have continued to run the project Lawyers for 
Human Rights, which involves training lawyers 
in human rights, monitoring the general human 
rights situation in the country and providing free 
legal aid. 

   During 2005, we shall also be training judges 
and prosecutors in the international rules relating 
to fair trials, and providing in-depth human rights 
education for high-school students, with the 
additional aim of  attracting them to a career in 
law. 

In 2004, we joined forces with Macedonian 
Helsinki Committee to start up a project aimed at 

producing draft non-discrimination legislation. 
Involved in the project will be several 
organisations that work with vulnerable groups. 
One of  these is MASSO, which we have helped 
to become the first organisation in Macedonia to 
focus exclusively on free sexual orientation. 

   We continued to work with the organisations 
Medienhilfe and Foundation Open Society Institute 
Macedonia and through them with the four 
local Roma media TV BTR, TV Sutel, Radio 
Ternipe and Radio Cerenja. The organisations are 
part of  International Media Fund, IMF, a loose 
alliance of  mainly foreign organisations which 
coordinate media projects in Macedonia. We 
have cooperated with International Media Fund 
by contributing towards a TV network of  both 
Macedonian and Albanian-speaking local TV 
stations. 

MONITORING THE MEDIA 
It had also been our intention to engage with 
and monitor the media through International 
Media Fund during the now postponed local 
elections. Instead we will examine and analyse the 
media’s general reporting in 2005. We and other 
International Media Fund partners are working with 
Albanian-speaking Radio Vat and the electronic 
news archive maintained by Euro-Balkan Institute. 
We intend to continue all these media projects 
throughout 2005.
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In many countries where the Swedish Helsinki Committee works, it is a normal occurrence for people to face 
discrimination because of  their sexual orientation. We work to break down deeply rooted prejudices by providing 
information and training.
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Moldova
We are continuing to provide human rights training for the Moldovan police 
force. We are also working to improve the situation of  people with disabilities 
and to end prejudice against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.

The Swedish Helsinki Committee increased 
its activities in Moldova in 2004, and will 
continue to do so over the coming years. 

The cooperation with the Moldovan Helsinki 
Committee, MHC, also continues. We are  
contributing to their project Human Rights Skills 
and Capacity Building for Police in Moldova by 
working to improve observance of  human rights 
in the police service and to have human rights 
training included in police training programmes. 

Knowledge about human rights in the police 
force is generally poor. There is also a lack of  
basic knowledge about what the police’s role 
in society should be and how to judge what is 
successful police work. 

The police force of  today is a relic from the 
Soviet system and suffers from a lack of  funding. 
These are the problems that Moldovan Helsinki 
Committee is trying to resolve by identifying 
shortcomings in the police force, assessing the 
training requirement and then offering human 
rights training to the police. 

With Moldovan Helsinki Committee, we try as far 
as possible to engage foreign expertise in the 
different activities. 

CONFIDENCE AND UNDERSTANDING
In its work with the police service, the Moldovan 
Helsinki Committee has been successful in 
eliminating the initial distrust from the police, 
and inspiring an increasingly high level of  
confidence.  

The project takes into account the situation 
of  the police and highlights the problems police 
officers experience in their work. 

At present, police efficiency is measured 
according to how many cases they register. This 

has the negative effect of  police looking for cases 
rather than attending to the community’s needs.  

FIGHTING PREJUDICE
In October 2004, the Swedish Helsinki 
Committee began to work with two new 
organisations as part of  our non-discrimination 
programme. 

The aim is to improve the situation of  two 
different groups in Moldovan society – those 
who are victims of  discrimination due to their 
sexual orientation and people with disabilities.

The organisation ADS Gaudeamus works to 
improve study for people with disabilities and 
encourages them to continue their studies at 
university and college. They are setting up a 
student office to offer various kinds of  assistance 
to students with disabilities. 

We are also helping the organisation GenderDoc-
M in its work to break down the prejudice 
encountered by lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people in Moldova.             
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The pressure on civil society and the 
independent media in Belarus increased 
further during 2004. The regime 

strengthened its hold on the country following 
the parliamentary elections and the referendum 
held in October. 

Many non-governmental organisations were 
closed down during the year and the ones still 
active are continuously exposed to threats and 
persecution. 

Meanwhile, the regime’s campaign against the 
independent media in the country has left many 
regions only able to access the state media. 

CRACKDOWN ON DISSENT 
This systematic suppression of  organisations and 
media not following the official line has moved 
the country even further away from democratic 
rule. Lukashenko has succeeded in keeping his 
iron grip on the country and is still thought to 
have the support of  some of  the population, 
particularly outside Minsk. 

The Swedish Helsinki Committee has followed 
developments very carefully in Belarus during 
2004, and was in Minsk for the referendum and 
the elections in October. 

The referendum was about whether or not 
to change the constitution, which limits the 
president to two five-year terms in office. 
According to official Belarusian figures, the 
constitutional change was supported by almost 
80 percent of  the population. 

This has paved the way for Lukashenko to 
seek re-election and he can in practice be elected 
president for life. 

However, independent exit polls showed 
that the actual yes vote was just under 50%, 

which was short of  the figure needed for the 
constitutional change to pass. 

The parliamentary elections took place on the 
same day as the referendum and followed an 
electoral campaign that was strictly controlled 
and regulated by President Lukashenko. The 
opposition practically disappeared from the new 
parliament. 

ELECTION IRREGULARITIES
Foreign observers and organisation such as 
OSCE were highly critical of  the elections. In 
many cases, observers were not able to monitor 
the vote count, and those who were allowed 
to do their job reported a large number of  
irregularities.

After the elections and the referendum, 
demonstrators took to the streets protesting 
against the outcome. The police and security 
service were tough on demonstrators, journalists 
and opposition politicians. One of  the leading 
opposition politicians was severely beaten up 
at a restaurant in the centre of  Minsk after the 
election. 

In view of  the worsened situation in the 
country, the Swedish Helsinki Committee will be 
stepping up its involvement there in 2005.

Belarus
The situation in Belarus has deteriorated during 2004, with independent media 
and human rights organisations operating in a considerably harsher climate. 
The regime won the elections, but international observers were highly critical.
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Chechnya
In Chechnya, the civil population is exposed to serious abuse on a daily basis. 
We are working with an organisation which provides legal aid for victims, 
arranges training for lawyers and informs the media about irregularities.

In May 2004, Moscow-backed Chechen 
President Akhmad Kadyrov was assassinated 
by a bomb blast in Groznyj. This event was 

one of  many clear indications that the situation 
in Chechnya is as not normalised as Russia would 
have us believe. 

There has been no respite in the conflict, 
which has also manifested itself  outside 
Chechnya, as we witnessed in the hostage-taking 
drama in Beslan. 

UNPROTECTED POPULATION
Not a day goes by without reports of  abuse 
during military operations. The republic’s civilian 
population is affected by the lack of  respect for 
human rights and there appears to be no desire 
to hold someone accountable for the abuses 
committed.  

During 2004, we cooperated with the 
organisation Chechnya Justice Initiative (CJI) in its 
Chechnya Justice Project. The project’s aim is to 
redress the effects of  the failings in the Russian 
legal system in the country and to work to ensure 
observance of  the human rights prescribed 
in the Russian constitution and the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

During the period, Chechnya Justice Initiative has 
successfully implemented a large number of  
activities, despite the fact that its employees often 
work under difficult conditions.

An important part of  the organisation’s work is 
to offer legal aid to people who have fallen victim 
to human rights violations during the conflict in 
Chechnya. Violations can involve maltreatment, 
unlawful arrest, disappearances and executions. 

The victims and their families are informed 
about their rights. They are then given help to 

pursue their case at local level, and finally to the 
European Court of  Human Rights. As part of  
this work, Chechnya Justice Initiative also documents 
cases of  abuses which are being committed.

INFORMING THE MEDIA
The Chechnya Justice Initiative trains lawyers, with 
a view to improving knowledge about human 
rights. They also ensure that Russian media and 
the diplomatic corps in Russia are kept informed 
about the conflict and abuses. 

The organisation also issues publications 
containing information materials. One of  these 
is a step-by-step guide on how to report cases of  
abuse to the public prosecutor, document replies 
from the authorities and collect evidence. The 
guide also informs individuals about their rights 
and how to invoke them. 

In December 2004, Chechnya Justice Initiative was 
awarded the prestigious Human Rights Prize of  the 
French Republic for its work with torture victims. 
The Swedish Helsinki Committee intends to 
continue its cooperation with the Chechnya Justice 
Initiative during 2005.
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Partners & activities 04
Rule of  Law projects
Croatian Helsinki Committee field offices in 
Osijek and Vukovar
Dalmatian Solidarity Community with offices in 
Split, Knin, Gracac, Benkovac and Zadar
Serbian Democratic Forum, Dalmatian branch 
with offices in Knin, Benkovac and Kistanje
Coalition for Protection and Promotion of  
Human Rights
Freedom of  Expression projects
Media Council of  the Croatian Helsinki 
Committee in Zagreb
Other projects
Center for Civil Initiatives in Banovina region

Rule of  Law projects
Helsinki Committee in BiH in Sarajevo
Helsinki Committee field office in Mostar
Helsinki Committee in Rep Srpska in Bijeljina 
Vasa Prava in Sarajevo
Freedom of  Expression projects
Alternativna TV in Banja Luka
Studio 88, multiethnic radio station in Mostar 
Radio Studio N in Livno
Media Centar Sarajevo
TV network Mreza Plus
Press Council of  Bosnia & Herzegovina
Non-Discrimination projects 
Homeland Magazine (monthly) in Banja Luka 
Organization Q in Sarajevo
Budi Moj Prijatelj/Be My Friend in Sarajevo

Rule of  Law projects
Queshu Smile in Pristina
Freedom of  Expression projects
Zeri Daily in Pristina
Zeri Weekly in Pristina
AIM Kosovo, multiethnic journalistic training in 
Pristina
Non Discrimination projects
Radio K, multiethnic station in Kosovo Polje
Radio Max, Serbian station in Silovo
Radio Contact Plus in Mitrovica

Rule of  Law projects
CHRIS Network
Media Centre, Belgrade
Bgd Centre for Human Rights
Centre for Advanced Legal Studies
Helsinki Committee for HR in Serbia
Belgrade Circle
Young Lawyers of  Serbia
Bgd Centre for HR - Youth Group
Freedom of  Expression projects
Local Press Association
REX Belgrade
Novi Sad School of  Journalism
ANEM / T Media, UK
ANEM / Thompson foundation, UK
Ebart - Local Press – ANEM
Vranjske Novine, Vranje
Non-Discrimination projects
Youth Initiative for Human Rights
Beta News Agency
Decko Magazine, Novi Sad
Radio Tocak, Valjevo
Association of  Students with Disabilities
Veliki Mali
DEVE
Vojvodina Center for Human Rights
Other projects
Resource Centres in Serbia 

Rule of  Law projects
CEDEM
Legal Aid Center
CEMI
Local Democracy Agency Montenegro
Freedom of  Expression projects
Radio Antena M
Radio Skala
UNEM
T-Media
Non-Discrimination projects
Democratic Roma Centre
Information and Education Centre
JUVENTAS
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Freedom of  Expression projects
International Media Fund, IMF, Skopje
EuroBalkanInstitute, Skopje
Radio VAT, Skopje
Non-Discrimination projects
TV BTR, Skopje
TV Sutel, Skopje
Radio Cherenja in Stip
Radio Ternipe in Prilep
MASSO (Macedonian Association for Free 
Sexual Orientation), Skopje
Macedonian Helsinki Committee- project on 
Non-Discrimination Law
Rule of  Law projects
Macedonian Helsinki Committee- project with 
Lawyers for Human Rights
MOST (Citizen’s Association for Development 
of  Democratic Institutions), Skopje
Other projects
Sunrising, Sveti Nikole

Freedom of  Expression projects
Albanian Media Institute, Tirana
Non-Discrimination projects
Albanian Human Rights Group, Tirana
Rruga Me Pisha, Tirana (radio production)
Albanian Disability Rights Foundation, Tirana 
- project Disability & Media
Rule of  Law projects
Albanian Helsinki Committee, Tirana
Albanian Disability Rights Foundation, Tirana 
- project on Legal Aid

Freedom of  Expression projects
Belarusian Association of  Journalists (BAJ)

Rule of  Law projects
Training of  HR Lawyers
Freedom of  Expression projects
AIM, Alternativna Informativna Mreza
T-Media/Thomson Foundation
Media Development Loan Fund 
Roma Media Network
Non-Discrimination project
SEE Q Network 
Training of  young Roma leaders

Main activities 2004
Seminar on Human rights and terrorism together 
with the Swedish section of  the International 
Commission of  Lawyers and the Swedish NGO 
Foundation for Human Rights.

Seminar on humanitarian interventions with 
among others Gareth Evans, Chair of  the 
Report of  the International Commission 
on Intervention and State Sovereignty, Rolf  
Ekéus, OSCE High Commissioner on National 
Minorities and Natasa Kandic, Executive 
Director of  Humanitarian Law Center, Belgrade. 

Breakfast seminar on the International Criminal 
Court, ICC, with Hans Corell, former UN 
Under-Secretary-General.

Seminar with Peter Nobel, former member 
of  the UN Committee against Racial 
Discrimination, on the respect for human rights 
in Sweden. 

Seminars during The Human Rights Days on 
security and surveillance issues and on the 
possibility to establish a constitutional court to 
strengthen human rights.

Round table discussion on our report “Hate 
Speech” with the Chancellor of  Justice. 

A supplementary publication to last years study 
on Hate Speech, aiming to ponder the reasons 
why there is a limit to freedom of  speech.

Articles, pressers and open letters regarding the 
expulsion of  two Egyptian asylum-seekers and 
the violation of  the non-refoulement principle.

 
Rule of  Law projects
Moldova Helsinki Committee
Non-Discrimination projects
Information Centre GenderDoc-M
Association of  Disabled Students “Gaudeamus” 

Rule of  Law projects
Stichting Chechnya Justice Initiative (Moscow)


