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BELARUS:

Free-thinking finds refuge
in neighbouring countries

he past year was difficult for dissenters in

Belarus. The police regularly arrest oppo-

nents prior to and during demonstrations,
arbitrarily imprisoning them for alleged crimes.

Belarus used to have close ties to Russia, but

relations cooled in the early part of 2007, when
Russia doubled the price of gas deliveries to
Belarus. Lukashenko was forced to look towards
the west. However, despite talk of moving closer
to Europe, no democratisation reforms have
been implemented. Instead, the authorities have
continued to persecute dissidents, human rights
defenders and independent journalists. The
country’s relations with its neighbour in the east
improved towards the end of the year and there
is now renewed speculation on a potential union
of Belarus and Russia.

CIVIL SOCIETY ON TRIAL
For years the Belarusian authorities have been
working systematically to destroy civil society,
and the courts have outlawed many democratical-
ly inclined independent organisations. People can
face up to two years’ imprisonment for working
for an organisation which is not registered and
approved by the state. Eight people were convic-
ted of this crime during 2007. As one of only a
handful of foreign organisations in the country,
we monitored some of the trials of young acti-
vists accused of belonging to an unlawful orga-
nisation. According to Belarusian human rights
defenders, our presence was instrumental in the
accused being given relatively mild sentences.
The authorities have also cracked down on in-
dependent newspapers. Articles criticising the re-
gime have resulted in newspapers being sued for
libel and forced to pay such crippling fines that
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their very existence is threatened. In September,
an activist was sentenced to two years in prison
on charges of insulting President Lukashenko.

One way in which we helped defend freedom
of speech in Belarus was by supporting the rock
festival ““The Right to Be Free”. The festival, for
Belarusian spectators and performers, was held
in the Ukraine, as democratically-minded artistes
are banned from performing in Belarus. The
festival gave young people the chance to consider
and discuss censorship. The Belarusian authori-
ties tried in vain to prevent both artists and the
public from getting to the festival.

We have continued to support the Belarusian
Human Rights House in Vilnius in Lithuania.

At the rock festival in front of the Belarusian flag.
PHOTO: ARSENIJ PAHOMOV

The house is a sanctuary where Belarusian orga-
nisations can arrange activities which would be
impossible within the boundaries of their own
country. It is an important meeting-place for
human rights defenders who have no room to
manoecuvre in their own country. The house has
also been used as a temporary haven for activists
threatened with imprisonment in Belarus.



MOLDOVA:

Strong coalition driving
anti-discrimination law

oldova is run by the communists, who
maintain their strong position by con-
trolling the media. Outside the capital

there are few independent media. The private
media are often owned by individuals with un-
derlying political interests, while the state media
churn out government-friendly propaganda.

In partnership with the organisation Independent
Journalism Centre, we worked to strengthen four
state media in the region of Gagauzia in south-
ern Moldova as they embarked on the process of
becoming private media. We trained their mana-
gement groups in the functioning of professional
media companies in an open market and trained
editors and journalists in professional journalism
and media ethics.

We created the Anti-discrimination Consortium, a
coalition representing different vulnerable groups
in society, which works to formulate inclusive
anti-discrimination legislation. When the draft
legislation was finally written by the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE),
the coalition was an important referral body.

The draft bill was presented to patliament and a
working group was formed for the purpose of
discussing the issue further.

A SILENT DEMONSTRATION

For the third year running, we joined GenderD-
oc-M in organising a Pride Festival. We took part
in a silent, peaceful protest outside Chisinau
City Hall against the authorities’ ban on demon-
strations during Pride. Despite the fact that the
Supreme Court in Moldova had ruled that a ban
was in contravention of both Moldovan law and
the European Convention, the city authorities
refused to grant a permit.

The eastern breakaway republic of Transd-
niestria has been governed by an authoritarian
separatist regime since the civil war in 1991. The
human rights situation is particularly difficult
and only a handful of human rights organisa-
tions are active in the region. In partnership with
Promo-lex, we have provided free legal aid for the
local population, in cases such as restriction of
freedom of movement. We have taken up a total
of 80 cases, four of which have been brought
before the European Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg,

We and GenderDoc-M have contributed to deve-
lop the first Transdniestrian LGBT organisation,
GenderOst, which, surprisingly, has been allowed
to operate without interference so far.

We have made the European Court’s 114 cases
against Moldova available to the country’s lawy-
ers by working with Lawyers for Human Rights to
have them translated into Moldovan. They fulfil
an important role by showing practical applica-
tion of international law, and Moldovan lawyers
can use them as support in similar cases.

Strength

We created the coalition Anti-
discrimination Consortium
which has become a strong

voice and important partner

in the production of new anti-
discrimination legislation.



The perception of “the others” and their role in the 1990s war creates prejudice and segregation of young peo-
ple from different ethnic groups in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Justice Advocates Network works to combat the isola-
tion of ethnic groups and brings together young people to discuss expressions such as truth and justice.

PHOTO: YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
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BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA:

We help the young come
to terms with the past

espite major political crises in 2007,
D Bosnia-Herzegovina managed to initial

a Stabilisation and Association Agree-
ment with the European Union. Constitutional
reform, or the lack of it, is a key issue around
which all relevant political factors in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina need to reach a consensus. Moreover,
Bosnia-Herzegovina needs to conduct a police
reform, continue judicial and public administra-
tion reform, and establish full cooperation with
the International Criminal Tribunal for the for-
mer Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague.

PREJUDICE AND ISOLATION

As a consequence of the war in the nineties,
young people in Bosnia-Herzegovina do not sha-
re an understanding about what happened in the
past. They have learned about the war from their
own group’s perspective, which has fostered a
great amount of prejudice about “the others”. In
order to break this isolation we cooperated with
Youth Initiative for Human Rights in a project that
aimed to educate young people about issues con-
nected to dealing with the past. A network was
created, the so-called Justice Advocates Network,

of 16 activists who were trained by experienced
human rights defenders in advocacy strategies for
dealing with the past.

The activists in turn organised 20 workshops
for youth all over Bosnia-Herzegovina. As a
result young people of different backgrounds
and from all ethnic groups gathered for the first
time in small towns to discuss topics such as the
concept of truth, justice, war crimes trials, and
personal experiences of facing the past.

Together with BH Journalists Association, we
worked to increase awareness about media ethics

and standards among students at the four jour-
nalism faculties in Sarajevo, Banja Luka, Mostar
and Tuzla. More than 500 students participated
in our trainings and workshops. For the first time
during their studies these future journalists could
openly discuss burning topics related to ethics

in journalism. After the training, the students
decided to start a web portal where they would
maintain continuous discussion on ethics in me-
dia reporting in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

In 2008 new students will be trained. BH Jour-
nalists Association has signed agreements with the
four universities to continue educating students
about ethics. This is a positive step forward
which will contribute to more balanced news
reporting in the long run.

MEDIA WORK WINS AWARD

Our partner Media Centre from Sarajevo won
Transparency International’s “News Integrity
Award” for the setting-up of an online database
and for their education of journalists who cover
corruption. This is partly a result of the one-year
investigative reporting course that the Swedish
Helsinki Committee and Media Centre have
organised for three years. To date, 70 journalists
from Bosnia-Herzegovina and the region have
been trained. In 2007, 22 highly professional
investigative stories on organised crime were
published, and two trainees received awards for
their efforts.
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A campaign entitled Love for All was arranged during the year in the Serbian capital Belgrade. The message
about lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights generated numerous discussions in the media and was

largely well received.
PHOTO: QUEERIA
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SERBIA:

Authorities pressed
to admit discrimination

olitical instability, impunity for perpetra-
Ptors of human rights abuses and unsuc-

cessful negotiations on the future status
of Kosovo were three key issues in Serbia during
2007. Another negative development was the fact
that human rights defenders and independent
journalists investigating war crimes and corrup-
tion issues were subject to an increased number
of attacks.

The Swedish Helsinki Committee worked
actively for the adoption of a Law against discri-
mination and a Law on free legal assistance in
association with Centre for Advanced 1 egal Studies
and a wide coalition of NGOs. As a result of our
campaign, the Law against discrimination is now
in Parliamentary procedure. Two representatives
of Centre for Advanced 1 egal Studies have been elec-
ted members of an official working group for the
Law on free legal assistance within the Ministry
of Justice.

ACTING ON DISCRIMINATION

Our lobbying activities were followed by advo-
cacy in concrete cases of discrimination. We
acted within the Coalition Against Discrinination —
of which we are a member - on several cases of
discrimination against persons with disabilities,
the Roma, LGBT individuals and ethnic minority
members. As a result of the public pressure, the
officials were forced to address the problems
although they denied discrimination in a majority
of the cases.

We improved public access to justice by provi-
ding legal aid to victims of human rights abuses
through the network of Comumittees for Human
Rights in Serbia, CHRIS. Each year CHRIS takes
up 15 new strategic cases and processes them

through the Serbian justice system. These cases
sometimes drag on for years. In 2007 however,
we won four cases, which is a very satisfying
result.

Also, with the aim of improving access to jus-
tice, we cooperated with Young Lawyers of Serbia
in distributing posters and leaflets clarifying legal
procedures and rights among court employees,
governmental officials, citizens, the media and
NGOs.

In a project with Youth Initiative for Human
Rights, we combined the monitoring of human
rights and implementation of transitional laws
with promotion of new non-judicial mechanisms.
In general, civil society has little knowledge about
how to use non-judicial mechanisms. As a direct
result of our efforts, a unique cooperation was
established between the newly formed Ombuds-
man Office and the Commissioner for Informa-
tion of Public Importance.

LOVE FOR ALL - A RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

A significant result for the LGBT movement was
the fact that a public campaign for LGBT rights
could be held in Belgrade. Overall the “Love

for all” campaign, which was supported by the
Swedish Helsinki Committee, was well received.
The campaign opened up many discussions in
the media after its completion, and its main coor-
dinators were invited to several TV shows to talk
about LGBT issues.
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MONTENEGRO:

Education for Roma
gives concrete results

n 2007 Montenegro was admitted to the
ICouncil of Europe and signed the Stabili-

sation and Association Agreement with the
EU. Montenegro made progress in establishing
the necessary framework for the respect of hu-
man rights and protection of minorities.

However, judicial reform, corruption and po-

otly functioning public administration are seen
as important problems to work on in the coming
period. The difficult situation for refugees and
displaced persons, in particular the Roma, also
needs to be addressed. In October, Patliament
adopted a new Constitution after a heated debate

between the ruling coalition and the mainly pro-
Serbian opposition.

Young Roma learns how to influence society.
FOTO: JUVENTAS

Together with Juventas we have worked to
strengthen the Roma population. We trained
young activists from four Roma NGOs to in-
crease their lobbying and advocacy skills. As a
result, the NGOs that were part of the project
became more active in society and in claiming
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their rights. One of them, situated in northern
Montenegro, was involved in a housing issue

and managed to get thirteen new houses built

for the community. Some of the organisations
have received funds for new projects; others have
become partners of international organisations,
while the director of one NGO is now president
of the biggest Roma Network in Montenegro.

PRESSURE ON INDEPENDENT MEDIA

A regular method of exercising pressure on inde-
pendent voices in the Balkans is to sue them for
libel and defamation. The media in general can-
not afford top quality legal representation. This
makes them vulnerable.

We cooperated with Union of Independent Electro-
nic Media of Montenegro in providing free legal
aid for media. A total of 25 cases went to court.
At the time of writing, verdicts had been pas-
sed in 13 trials — all with positive results for the
journalists. A number of media received court
representation as well as legal advice. We also
organised a number of workshops and seminars
for editors and journalists on ethics and self
regulation, which resulted in a decreased number
of cases against the media.

The Legal Aid Centre, established by us in
2004, has become our main partner in rule of
law issues in Montenegro. In 2007 we focused
on lobbying for the Law on Free Legal Aid, as a
step towards improving access to justice for all
citizens.

Our efforts resulted in the Ministry of Justice
stating that they will prioritise adoption of the
law in 2008. The Ministry also suggested that
they will cooperate closely with Lega/ Aid Centre
in this process.



KOSOVO:

Power under scrutiny —
a challenge for civil society

or the people of Kosovo, 2007 was cha-
Fracterised by the wait for UN special

envoy Martti Ahtisaari to present his
plan for the country’s future status. However,
the plan was not adopted. A group of states
decided instead to continue negotiating, within
the UN framework, but when these negotiations
concluded in December, the parties and interna-
tional community had once again failed in their
mission. Kosovo declared its independence in
early 2008. This was received with fury in Serbia,
which immediately recalled its ambassadors from
countries recognising the new state. Sweden re-
cognised Kosovo in March 2008.

LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY INCREASES
Kosovo’s provincial authorities are assuming
increasing responsibility for the province’s
administration, even though the international
community still has a crucial role. In 2000,

the local authorities took over responsibility

for the province’s prisons from UNMIK. In
autumn 2007, we initiated a project aimed at
monitoring prisons and ensuring adherence to
international principles and national laws. Our
partner, The Kosova Rehabilitation Centre for Torture
Victims (KRCT), was given unlimited access

to the country’s prisons, and permission to
systematically monitor the situation of prisoners.
This permit is issued annually. In early 2008,
KRCT will present the Justice Minister with its
first report, which will contain its findings and
proposals for improvement.

For three years, we and the Humanitarian Law
Centre have been building up a database — The
Kosovo Memory Book — which will provide a
record of those killed and missing from all ethnic

groups during the 1998-1999 and 2000 conflicts
in Kosovo. As well shedding light on the victims’
fate, the information will also be used in judicial
proceedings aimed at bringing war criminals to
justice.

RIGHTS FORTHOUSANDS

Our cooperation with Civi/ Rights Programme
Kosovo was instrumental in getting almost 3,000
people, mainly Roma, identity documents. People
without these documents do not have the same
access to healthcare and education as the rest of
the population. They are unable to obtain legi-
timate employment or even rent an apartment.
Without identity documents, they cannot vote,
and are consequently deprived of their citizens’
and political rights. We are engaged in similar
projects in Macedonia and Albania.

With homophobia rife in Kosovo, many dare
not be open about their sexual orientation becau-
se of the danger of violence and marginalisation.
In 2007, we initiated a project with Youth Initiative
Jfor Human Rights aimed at strengthening the posi-
tion of LGBTSs in society.

Memory

To assist judicial proceedings,
we are compiling the Kosovo
Memory Book, a record of tho-
se killed or missing in the 1998-
1999 and 2000 conflicts.
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MACEDONIA:

Supporting journalists in
a harsh media climate

acedonia experiences both hope, with
the country appearing to be accele-
rating towards EU membership, and

disappointment in the face of widespread cor-
ruption, a tighter grip on the media, high unem-
ployment and poverty.

The free media have been increasingly expo-
sed to government and economic control over
the past year. Journalists have been threatened
and subjected to violence. In such a situation, it
is important for journalists to be aware of their
role as objective reporters and strong enough to

Macedonian media storm out of a government press
conference after a journalist and a cameraman were

beaten up by the police.
PHOTO: MAKFAX

withstand pressure. Quality of media reporting is
generally rather low, which is partly due to inade-
quate university education.

Three years ago, we and the Macedonian Institute
for Media established a one-year training course to
help remedy this deficiency. To date, 72 journa-
lists have undergone training and have obtained
work immediately after completing the course.
These people will be able to contribute towards
an objective and balanced news flow.
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Our cooperation with the Macedonian Helsink:
Committee (MHC) has enabled us to obtain legal
aid and advice for 750 people during the year and
bring six cases before the European Court of
Human Rights in Strasbourg. MHC has, for many
years, been the main human rights organisation
in Macedonia and is a critical examiner of the
state’s fulfilment of its commitments.

Joining Macedonian Young Lawyers Association and
other organisations, we successfully blocked a
draft bill on legal aid. The bill would have out-
lawed the provision of legal aid by non-govern-
mental organisations, even though NGOs cur-
rently represent a major proportion of the free
legal aid offered to vulnerable groups in Mace-
donia. After extensive pressure and lobbying, the
authorities were forced to do a u-turn and have
now passed the bill on for further consideration.

CITIZENSHIP FOR ALL

The Roma are the most vulnerable ethnic group
in Macedonia. We have been working with Roma
Rights Forum (ARKA) to help those without pa-
pers to obtain identity documents. In 2007, 721
individuals were registered and 20 were granted
Macedonian citizenship under our project. These
people now have access to schooling and healt-
hcare. Consequently, they are allowed to travel
freely, vote in general elections, obtain legal em-
ployment and enter into legal contracts.

During the years in which we have worked
with The Macedonian Association for Sexual Orien-
tation, a number of laws have been changed in
order to help eradicate discrimination against
LGBTs. Although much remains to be done, the
right to free sexual orientation is commanding
more respect than only a few years ago.



ALBANIA:

ID documents give right
to schooling and healthcare

towards EU membership. In recent years,

the country has implemented a large number
of reforms in order to adapt to the European
Union. However, in their desire to speed up the
process, Albania’s politicians appear to have left
respect for human rights trailing behind and the
country’s many poor inhabitants continue to have
a difficult time. In addition, international obset-
vers levelled criticism of the organisation of the
local elections held during the year.

In 2007, Albania continued to edge closer

STRENGTHENING ROMA RIGHTS

As in most eastern European countries, Albania’s
Roma population is subjected to serious human
rights violations. In order to strengthen the rights
of this group, we have been working since 2006
with the organisation Tirana 1.egal Aid Society on a
project aimed at helping Roma families to regis-
ter their children with the authorities. This coo-
peration was instrumental in the registration of
over 110 children in 2007, thereby enabling the
children and their families to exercise their rights
to schooling and healthcare.

Our lengthy partnership with the A/banian
Helsinki Committee took a new turn when the
organisation opened a special legal aid depart-
ment. During the year, we were able to help
approximately 120 people in the framework of
our cooperation. The majority of those seeking
aid were members of ethnic minorities in the
country’s prisons or detention centres. The legal
aid we provide in these cases is a vital factor in
maintaining and defending the human rights of
these individuals.

We also helped strengthen the fundamen-
tal rights of people with disabilities under our

partnership with The A/banian Disability Rights
Foundation. These people and their families were
provided with legal aid to help them obtain go-
vernment support. By means of an information
campaign and various support programmes we
also fought for inclusion in mainstream educa-
tion for people with disabilities.

Most lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgenders
dare not openly stand by their sexuality — preju-
dice against anyone not conforming to normal
heterosexuality is deeply rooted into Albanian
society. We monitor the situation for LGBTs
in Albania and are examining different possible
ways of supporting their rights.

In general, the quality of the Albanian media
continued to be low in 2007. The press was guilty
of ethical transgressions and, with few excep-
tions, acted as the megaphone of political parties.
The Albanian media were generally deficient in
portraying ethnic minorities and their situation.
In 2007, we worked with the A/banian Media
Institute to bring together minority media and
journalists from major editorial offices in Tirana.
The idea was to raise the quality of reporting on
minorities.

Inclusion

During 2007 we fought for
inclusion in mainstream
education for people with
disabilities.
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Board and staff of the
Swedish Helsinki Committee

Honorary Chairman:

GERALD NAGLER  Founder of the Committee
Board Members:
PERCY BRATT  Chairman, Lawyer
BENEDICTE BERNER  Vice Chair, Media Analyst
ULRIKA BORG  Lawyer
OVE BRING  Professor
TOMAS FISCHER
ANNA JONSSON  Dr of Laws
ARNE RUTH  Publicist
LARSVIKLUND  Lawyer
KATJA SALSBACK  Diplomat

SIA SPILIOPOULOU-AKERMARK

Associate professor

Staff:

ROBERT HARDH
NATASHA JEVTIC ESBJORNSON
ANJA STEIBER
BIRGITTA PERSSON
SOPHIA PONZIO
ANNA WIGENMARK
ERIK ESBJORNSON
MIROSLAV DURDEVIC
JOANNA KUROSZ
PETER OHOLM

MARIE MANSON
GORAN MILETIC

TILDE BERGGREN

ASA BERGQVIST
NATALIJA BRATULJEVIC
ZORAN ZIVKOVIC
SOFIJA RADAKOVIC
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Secretary General

Information Officer

Information Assistant

Finance Officer

Administrator

Legal Officer

Programme Director CIS region
Programme Officer

Programme Officer

Programme Officer

Programme Director Western Balkans
Legal Officer, Field Office Belgrade
Programme Officer, Field Office Skopje
Programme Officer

Programme Officer, Field Office Sarajevo
Programme Officer, Field Office Belgrade
Office Manager, Belgrade



Partners and projects 2007

BELARUS

Rule of Law

Human Rights House, Vilnius: Meeting place
and training facility for Belarusian Human Rights
organisations

Helsinki Foundation Poland: Human rights train-
ing for staff in partner organisations

Freedom of Expression
Rock for Freedom, Ukraine: Music festival with
Belarusian musicians

MOLDOVA

Rule of Law

SIEDO: Awareness raising on legal rights
through printing and distributing information
Access Info: Trainings on the right to access to
information and legal assistance

LADOM: Legal assistance to detainees, infor-
ming detainees on their rights and raising the
awareness on the situation in penitentiaries.
Promolex: Legal assistance and awareness raising
on various issues concerning Transnistria

Pro Democratia: Legal aid in Orhei region, basic
human rights seminars

Lawyers for Human Rights: Improving the
implementation of European Convention and
Fundamental Freedoms in Moldova through the
translation of ECHR, the maintenance of a web
site with information on the ECHR

Law Centre for Advocates: Monitoring of hu-
man rights abuses committed in courts

Helsinki foundation Poland: Human rights train-
ing

SHC: Training for human rights lawyers

Freedom of Expression

Independent Journalism Centre: Workshops for
Gagauz journalists and in-house consultations in
Gagauz media outlets

Independent Journalism Centre: Legal consul-
tations to journalists and media organisations,
monitoring and analysing the legal developments
within media in Moldova

Non-Discrimination

GenderDoc-M: Sexual diversity information
campaign, support of Moldovan Pride, support
to Transnistrian organisation GenderOst
GenderDoc/ADL: Drafting of minimum stan-
dards and principles, lobbying for anti-discrimi-
nation legislation

Gaudeamus: Services for students with disabi-
lities, basic legal assistance and information on
human rights and disability issues

SHC: Conference Non-Discrimination Pride

RUSSIA

Rule of Law

Russian Justice Initiative: Documentation of
human rights abuses in Chechnya and legal pro-
ceedings before Russian institutions and ECHR
Russian Justice Initiative: Documentation of
human rights abuses in North Caucasus and
legal proceedings before Russian institutions and
ECHR

Helsinki Foundation Poland: Human rights train-
ing for staff in partner organisations
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BOSNIA -HERZEGOVINA

Rute of Law

Helsinki Committee in BiH: Legal assistance and
organisational developments

Helsinki Committee in RS: Legal assistance and
capacity building

Vasa Prava: Legal assistance and awareness rai-
sing activities

YIHR: Justice Advocates Network
Transparency International BiH: Advocacy and
legal advice centre

Lex International: Compilation of constitutional
court decisions related to human rights

Freedom of Expression

Press Council: Basic operational support

BiH Journalist Association: Training on journa-
lism ethics

Media Service BiH: News production

Non-Discrimination

Organisation Q: Project regarding sexual mino-
rities

Media Plan Institute: Improving access to infor-
mation for the Roma community

Helsinki Committee in BiH and partners: Lobby-
ing for anti-discrimination legislation

SERBIA

Rule of Law

CHRIS Network: Operational support for six
offices dealing with legal aid and advocacy
Centre for Advanced Legal Studies: Advocacy for
a national system of legal assistance

Youth Initiative for Human Rights: Monitoring
the implementation of laws

Young Lawyers of Serbia: Awareness raising and
training on Human Rights

Center for Regionalism: Improving accountability
of duty holders in multiethnic municipalities
Serbian Helsinki Committee: Annual report 2006
Belgrade Centre for Human Rights: Promotion
of European Court for human rights standards
Humanitarian Law Center: Dealing with the past
Pescanik FM: Stimulate public debate on transna-
tional issues
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Freedom of Expression

Local Press Legal Department: Legal aid and
counsel for journalists and media owners
EBART: Subscription to the Media Archive for
local media

EBART: Media Archive: Chronology of cover
page

ANEM Legal Department: Legal aid and counsel
for journalists and media owners

ANEM: Support to programme development of
local TV stations

Non-Discrimination

CUPS and Coalition against discrimination: Cam-
paign for laws against discrimination

Veliki Mali: Training and awareness raising rela-
ted to disability rights

Minority Rights Centre: Monitoring and advo-
cacy on Roma rights

REX: Human Rights Film Festival

Beta News Agency: Minority news services
Novi Sad School of Journalism: Training on
diversity reporting

Labris: Awareness raising and advocacy on
LGBT rights

Queeria: Public campaign on LGBT rights

MONTENEGRO

Rule of Law

Legal Aid Centre: Legal aid and lobbying for a
national system of legal assistance

Youth Initiative for Human Rights: Monitoring
implementation of transitional laws and human
rights

MANS: Monitoring the Access to Information
Law and Law on Conflict of Interests in Monte-
negro

Freedom of Expression

UNEM: Training of journalists and editors in
media law and ethics

UNEM Legal Department: Legal aid and counsel
for journalists and media owners

Association of Young Journalists: Media Archive

Non-Discrimination
JUVENTAS: Capacity building of Roma and
LGBT organisations



Local Democracy Agency: Trainings on minotity
rights

CEDEM: Lobbying for anti-discrimination legis-
lation

Democratic Roma Center: Radio show ‘Roma

Speak’
KOSOVO

Rute of Law

Women’s Association of Gjakova: Legal assis-
tance and awareness raising in Gjakova area

Civil Rights Project in Kosovo-CRP/K: Infor-
mation, counselling and free legal assistance for
IDP:s and refugees

Humanitarian law Center: Kosovo Memory book
Kosovo Rehabilitation Centre for Torture Vic-
tims: Monitoring of and reporting on places of
detention

Freedom of Expression
Press Council: Operational support

Non-Discrimination
Youth Initiative for Human Rights: Monitoring
the Anti-Discrimination Law

MACEDONIA

Rute of Law

Helsinki Committee in Macedonia: Legal assis-
tance, monitoring and Human Rights training
MOST Citizens” Association: Legal Resource
Centre

Coalition All for Fair Trials: Establishing corrup-
tion trial monitoring programme

MYLA: Free legal assistance in cases related to
the law on access to information

MYLA: Advocacy on reform of the legal aid
system

Freedom of Expression

Macedonia Institute for Media: One-year dip-
loma program in journalism

Media Development Centre: Monitoring the
implementation of the broadcasting law

Makfax News Agency: Support to the strengthe-
ning of the news agency

Makfax: Strategic help for sustainability

Non-Discrimination

ARKA: Registration and legal assistance for the
Roma community

MASSO: Monitoring, legal aid, awareness raising
on LGBT rights

ALBANIA

Rule of Law

Albanian Helsinki Committee: Monitoring prison
conditions and training on trial monitoring for
human rights activists

Center for Legal Civic Initiatives: Law journal on
law related to women’s rights

Tirana Legal Aid Society: Analysis and recom-
mendations on legal aid legislation

Freedom of Expression
Albanian Media Institute: Sustainability measures

Non-Discrimination

Albanian Disability Rights Foundation: Legal as-
sistance for people with disabilities

Albanian Media Institute: Capacity building of
minority media

Albanian Media Institute: Awareness raising acti-
vities related to self-regulation of media

Tirana Legal Aid Society: Legal assistance to the
Roma community

REGIONAL PROJECTS - WESTERN BALKANS

Rule of Law

SHC: Fourth training for Human Rights Lawyers
Young Lawyers of Serbia: Moot Court Compe-
tition

Youth Initiative for Human Rights: Balkan coali-
tion for ICC

Helsinki Foundation Poland: Human rights train-
ing for staff in partner organisations

Freedom of Expression

Media Centre, Sarajevo: NetNovinar: Website for
Journalists

Media Centre, Sarajevo: Investigative journalism
course

Media on the Web: Capacity building and sup-
port for local media
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Non-Discrimination

Regional Centre for Minorities: Institutional sup-
port

Regional Centre for Minorities: Fourth training
for young Roma leaders

SHC: Regional conference on non-discrimination
legislation

COOPERATIONS 2007

SWEDEN

Amnesty Sweden
DemokratiAkademin/Ordfront

Folke Bernadotte Academy

Kvinna till Kvinna

Network of organisations at the International
Square of the Gothenburg Book Fair
PalmeCenter

Reporters without Borders

Rittsfonden

The Expo Foundation

The Human Rights Forum

The Living History Forum

The Swedish Federation for Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual and Transgender Rights (RESL)

The Swedish Initiative for Democracy and Hu-
man Rights

The Swedish Institute

The Swedish Institute of International Affairs
The Swedish NGO Foundation for Human
Rights

The Swedish Red Cross

The Swedish Section of the International Com-
mission of Jurists

The Workers” Educational Association (ABF)
Save the Children Sweden

Stockholm School of Theology

United Nations Association of Sweden
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

Access Info

American Civil Liberties Union

Amnesty International

Coalition for ICC (International Criminal Court)
European Roma Rights Centre

Freedom of Information Advocates Network
Human Rights Watch

International Media Support

Irex

Media Development Loan Fund

National Endowment for Democracy
Norwegian Peoples Aid

Open Society Institute

Press Now

Public Interest Law Institute

Reprieve





